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The Macmillan Readers provide a choice of enjoyable reading
materials for learners of English. The series is published at six levels
— Starter, Beginner, Elementary, Pre-intermediate, Intermediate
and Upper.

Level control

Information, structure and vocabulary are controlled to suit the
students’ ability at each level.

The number of words at each level:

Starter about 300 basic words
Beginner about 600 basic words
Elementary about 1100 basic words
Pre-intermediate about 1400 basic words
Intermediate about 1600 basic words
Upper about 2200 basic words
Vocabulary

Some difficult words and phrases in this book ar
understanding the story. Some of these words are explained in the
story and some are shown in the pictures. From Pre-intermediate
level upwards, words are marked with a number like this: ...>. These
words are explained in the Glossary at the end of the book.
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A Note About the Author

William Somerset Maugham is one of the most famous
British writers.

Maugham was born in Paris in 1874. He studied
medicine to become a doctor. His first book, called Lisa of
Lambeth, was published in 1896. It was successful and many
copies were sold. |

Maugham decided not to work as a doctor, but to be a
writer instead. He wrote a great number of books and plays.
And many of his stories were about the people he met on his
travels all over the world.

Maugham became a rich man. 80 million copies of his
books were sold while he was alive.

Somerset Maugham died in Cap Ferrat, France, on 16th
December 1965. He was 91 years old.
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FICTION
Liza of Lambeth Ah King
Mrs Craddock Don Fernando
The Magician Cosmopolitang
Of Human Bondage Theatre
The Moon and Sixpence The Summing Up
The Trembling of a Leaf Christmas Holiday
On a Chinese Screen Books and You
The Painted Veil The Mixture as Before
The Casuarina Tree Up at the Villa
Ashenden Strictly Personal
The Gentleman in the Parlour The Razor’s Edge
Cakes and Ale Then and Now
First Person Singular Creatures of Circumstance
The Narrow Corner Catalina

Here and There (Collection of Short Stories)
Quartet (Four Short Stories with Film Scripts)
A Writer's Notebook
Trio (Three Short Stories with Film Scripts)
The Complete Short Stories (3 Vols.)
Encore (Thyee Short Stories with Film Scripts)
The Vagrant Mood
The Collected Plays (3 Vols.)

The Selected Novels (3 Vols.)

The Partial View
Ten Novels and Their Authors
The Travel Books



\Macmillan | leinemann Il
R\Ml\‘. { ‘\h‘l\l XA e
FLT is an imprint of

Published by

Retween Towns

AMacmillan | lememann

AMacmillan Publishers | imited

wentatives ||\|'nuu|\nlll the world

Companies and repre

(rademark of Harcourt Iducation, used under licence

!'\ vm nisan Lul\\\\'

ISBN 1 405072-00 Q

FAN 978 1 405073—00—;

lished as a collection in 1951, by William
Maugham: The Complete Short Stories

These stories were first pub
Hememann in \V/. Somerset

This retold version by John Davey for Macmillan Readers

First published 1988
Text © John Davey
Design and illustration

1988, 2001, 2002, 2005
© Macmillan Publishers Limited 1998, 2002, 2005

This edition first published 2005

All rights reserved; no part of this publication may be reproduced,
transmitted in any form, or by any means,

stored in a retrieval system,
electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise, without

the prior written permission of the publishers.

Illustrated by Paul Sullivan
Original cover template design by Jackie Hill
Cover illustration by Stapleton Collection/Corbis

Printed in Thailand

2009 2008 2007 2006 2005
109 8 7 6 Sh4E8E2a



