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PREFACE

\/\/ilh this fourth edition, Sherris Medical Microbiology, which began almost two
decades ago as Medical Microbiology (1984), retains the same team as the third edition
with some redistribution in assignments. The most significant of these is the decision of
George Ray to join Ken Ryan as editor. John Sherris continues to act as an advisor to all
of us.

The goal of Sherris Medical Microbiology remains unchanged from that of the first
edition. This book is intended to be the primary text for students of medicine and medical
science who are encountering microbiology and infectious diseases for the first time. The
organization is the same as the third edition with basic topics followed by chapters on the
major bacterial, viral, fungal, and parasitic pathogens. We have tried to strengthen the
pathogen presentation style introduced in the third edition. For each virus, bacterium,
fungus, or parasite, the most important features of the organism (structure, metabolism,
genetics), the disease (epidemiology, pathogenesis, immunity), and the clinical aspects
(manifestations, diagnosis, treatment, prevention) are placed in distinct sections and in
the same order. The opening to each of these sections is now marked by an icon for the

organism | , disease @ , or clinical aspects . At the juncture between

the organism and disease sections, a new feature, the Clinical Capsule, has been intro-
duced. This brief snapshot of the disease is intended to orient the first-time reader before
they dive into discussions of pathogenic mechanisms. Fourteen brief chapters at the end
summarize the relevant clinical, diagnostic, and therapeutic information into the most
common clinical infectious syndromes without the addition of new material. It is hoped
that these chapters will be of particular value when the student prepares for case discus-
sions or sees patients.

In Sherris Medical Microbiology, the emphasis is on the text narrative, which is de-
signed to be read comprehensively, not as a reference work. In this regard all the patho-
genic microorganisms we feel are important are included at a level of detail relevant for
medical students. Any added detail in tables and figures is for example or explanation
and not intended to be learned. Marginal notations throughout the text have been revised
to capsulize major points as an aid for the student during review. A student scanning the
red marginal notes will encounter all the major points in a chapter. If a note looks unfa-
miliar, the relevant text is immediately adjacent.

An overview chapter on the immune response to infection is included for continuity,
but it is assumed this subject will be covered by one of the many excellent immunology
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